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CONFEREN 


Nw Fonda, 


SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


July 1, 2022 


SECUCC First Hybrid Annual Meeting Great Success! 


The 56" Annual Meeting of the Southeast Conference was held June 24- 

25 in Montgomery, Alabama. Hosted by Community Congregational 
Church, visitors and delegates gathered with program leaders and 
presenters on site and virtually for our first hybrid Annual Meeting. A huge 
shout-out goes to First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), who provided 
space for the event when HVAC issues prompted Rev. Ray Speller, pastor of 
Community Congregational Church, and the local team working on the 
event to seek an alternate place to meet. 


Rev. Traci Blackmon, UCC Associate General Minister REFLECTING 
for Justice and Local Church Ministries, offered the ON OUR PAST 
sermon for opening worship on Friday evening. Her 
message, given in the wake of the U.S. Supreme 
Court's decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, energized 
the room and provided hope for the hard work of 
ministry that is before us. You can find Rev. 
Blackmon’s sermon about fruit flies and being the 
church on the Southeast Conference YouTube 


channel. FOCUSING 
ON OUR FUTURE 


Rev. Blackmon also threw down the gauntlet during 

her presentation time on Saturday morning. Opting for a time of 
discussion and exploration instead of the traditional keynote speech, she 
invited attendees into an open dialogue about the challenges and call of 
being church together. People then gathered in regional groups, both in- 
house and on Zoom, to identify an immediate ministry focus to work on 
together. The dialogue that followed produced great ideas, and Rev. 
Blackmon has made a financial commitment from the UCC to each region's 
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project that comes to fruition. Watch for more information on continuing 
these conversations and putting our plans into play! 


We also highlighted those celebrating ordination anniversaries in 2022. 


Overall, our first Annual Meeting with an in-person component since 2019 
was a great success! For people who have been looking forward to 
reconnecting in a physical space, that opportunity was provided with safe 
practices in place, fantastic meals to share, delightful vendors to visit in the 
Expo area, options to visit the Legacy Museum, the Rosa Parks Museum 
and other sites and experiences in Montgomery. For people who, because 
of distance, employment, and family schedules, Covid-19, and other health- 
related concerns, remote attendance made it possible to be in Montgomery 
without traveling to Montgomery. We're already looking forward to 
expanding next year’s hybrid gathering. Stay tuned! 
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News from the Conference Office 


Thank You from the Conference Minister 
by Rev. Kim Wood 
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Every Annual Meeting is unique. | Know our 2022 one 
was - the first of which, | am sure, will be many that 
are hybrid, allowing us to gather both in-person and 
remotely. But one thing never changes: it takes many 
hands to make Annual Meeting happen! 


lam so grateful that my first Annual Meeting as your 
Conference Minister brought to fruition the long- 
awaited event that has been three years in the 
making. Thank you to the Annual Meeting Planning 
Committee, many of whom have been working on this year’s gathering, 
“Reflecting on Our Past, Focusing on Our Future,” since 2019: Rev. Ray 
Speller, (Host Pastor), Crystle Speller, Bea Forniss, Rev. Bennie Liggins, 
Gloria Liggins, Irva Reed, Bill McCladdie, Cynthia Stinson, Claire Robinson, 
and Rev. Tonya Barnett. And thank you, Rev. Char Burch, for keeping the 
vision of our time in Montgomery alive through the many challenges of 
Covid-19. 


Thank you to Mayor Steven Reed and the City of Montgomery for a warm 
welcome and a beautiful city in which to gather and learn. And thank you to 
Community Congregational Church, our host congregation, and the many 
volunteers from Community, First Congregational Christian Church and 
Unity UCC in Montgomery, for providing hospitality and valuable assistance. 
| also thank First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) for so graciously 
welcoming us into their space. 


We were so blessed to have The Rev. Traci Blackmon with us. | am thankful 
for her flexibility in keeping us on her calendar through the many changes 
due to the pandemic. Thank you, also, to Jerry Claiborne, our music 
director, the vocalists who led us in musical praise for opening worship, 
and Rev. J.R. Finney, who stepped in to lead us in song during our Saturday 
morning Prayer and Praise session and closing worship. A special thank you 
to Kim Johnson, who created a beautiful and inspirational worship center. 


Our plenaries could not have run more smoothly, thanks to Rev. Dr. Myrtle 
Johnson, our Vice-Moderator, who led the meeting as Acting Moderator in 
Ugena Whitlock’s absence, and Rev. Shannon Michael Pater, who served as 
our Parliamentarian. And our workshop facilitators provided a variety of 
wonderful opportunities for exploration and discussion. Thank you, all! 
Thanks to all the folks who brought displays and wares for the Expo area. 
And lam so appreciative for the support of our Board of Directors, both in 
preparing for the meeting with reports and presentations and for pitching 
in whenever and wherever needed. 


lam especially thankful for our SECUCC Staff Team - Rev. Heather 
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Fosburgh, Minister Carrole Moss, Don Harris, and Rev. Cindy Bovee-Kemper 
- who were ready at a moment's notice to do whatever needed to be done. 
They were on the go from the moment we arrived until the last box was 
loaded to depart. I’m sure there are others | have not mentioned, and so if | 
have left you unnamed, please receive my heartfelt gratitude. And most of 
all - thank you to all who attended and participated in this time to be the 
gathered body of the Southeast Conference. Whether you were in 
Montgomery, on your screen at home, listening from the road, or anywhere 
in between, what a joy it was to share this Annual Meeting with you! 


From Your Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss 


| greet you all with the joy of the Lord!! Was so good 
to be in community, up close and in person at Annual 
Meeting in Montgomery, AL recently. Special thanks 
to those who chose to participate via zoom. It was 
indeed a good meeting, the hospitality was great, 
food was amazing, the speakers, Rev. Traci Blackmon 
and our own Rev. Kim Wood were dynamic, and “A 
GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL”! 


Again, THANK YOU for caring, thank you for sharing 
and thank you for your continued prayers. ALL are 
needed as we continue to do this work. Our goal for the remainder of the 
year is to get all of our 58 churches on the road to becoming 5 for 5 
churches and to increase our OCWM contributions. | am trusting GOD and 
have faith that we can do this! If you did not receive your “Certificates of 
Appreciation” at the meeting, they are in the mail. 


| returned home with my spirit renewed and my heart filled with faith...it’s a 
new season and we are blessed! 


We are asmall conference but we do GREAT work. | look forward to seeing 
all of you...AS WE CONTINUE TO JOURNEY. Blessings! 


56th Annual Meeting Approves Resolution on 
Advocating for an End To Gun Violence 


At the Annual Meeting in Montgomery last week, those gathered approved 
a resolution on Advocating for the End of Gun Violence. This resolution was 
brought to the Annual Meeting by the Executive Committee of the Board of 
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Directs in the wake of the mass shootings in Buffalo New York and in 
Uvalde Texas. Rev. Bennie Liggins, Senior Pastor of Unity Worship Center in 
Montgomery, Alabama presented the resolution on behalf of the Board. 
The resolution recognizes that in addition to the mass shootings that make 
national news, many of our communities face the realities of Gun Violence 
every day and the resolution encourages our churches and its members to 
advocate for gun reform and work within their communities to change the 
culture of gun violence that is so prevalent. 


Some of that work began at the meeting in Montgomery with workshops 
from two presenters, Dana Ellis who is a Birmingham activist and organizer 
with Mom's Demand Action and Onoyemi Williams who is an activist and 
organizer with Faith in Action. Both lead great conversations and offered 
ways we can Start making a change today. You can see some of the 
resources they offered here. 


The Resolution also tasked the Southeast Conference with forming a 
working committee to explore ways the Conference can support efforts in 
local communities to prevent gun violence. If you would like to serve on 
that committee please reach let the Board know using this form. Read the 
full text of the resolution here. 


Ecclesiastical Council on July 26 for Thomas Mitchell 


The Commission on Ministry of the Southeast Conference Invites you to 
participate in the Ecclesiastical Council for Thomas Mitchell on April 26 at 7 
pm Eastern, 6 pm Central. on Zoom. You can register to attend here. 
Thomas is a member in discernment with Church of the Savior in Knoxville, 
TN 


Thomas is from Knoxville, TN, and currently 
resides in Cambridge, MA. In May, he received his 
Masters of Divinity at Harvard Divinity School, 
where he focused on faith formation, program 
development, and public leadership. During his 
time in divinity school, Thomas served as the 
Seminarian at Old South Church in Boston and at 
the United Parish in Brookline. Outside of faith 
work, his interests are in traveling to visit friends, 
a never-ending quest for the perfect cup of 
coffee, and rewatching the Office and Veep. 
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ONA Task Force To Be Formed 


The Southeast Conference Board of Directors is creating a task force to 
study the possibility of the SECUCC becoming an Open and Affirming 
Conference. The ONA Task Force will spend the next year creating space for 
dialogue about what it would mean for the Southeast Conference to 
become Open and Affirming and exploring what the discernment process 
looks like for conferences. The Task Force will work with the Board of 
Directors, the Conference Staff Team, and other entities it finds helpful in 
gathering and providing information. It will consult with the Open and 
Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ. 


Here are some important pieces of information as the ONA Task Force is 
being formed and begins its work: 


e The Task Force’s role is not to lead an ONA discernment process. 
Instead, it will explore and gather information for consideration. 

e Being an Open and Affirming Conference does not require the 
congregations and ministry settings of that conference to become 
ONA. Each setting still maintains its ability to determine its own status. 

e Only after the Task Force has done its work will we determine whether 
this is a time for us to enter into a process of discernment about 
becoming one of the ONA Conferences of the United Church of Christ. 


At this time, the Board of Directors is accepting nominations (self or with 
the consent of the nominee) of individuals interested in serving on the ONA 
Task Force. Nominations may be submitted by email to kwood@secucc.org 
for consideration. Should you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact the SECUCC Conference Office. 


Clergy Zoom Connections for July 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, July 5, 12, 19, 26 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 

e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, July 21 - 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 noon Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 

e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, July 26 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of July 3 


Brookemeade Congregational UCC; Nashville, Tennessee 
Tyler Ung 

Courtney Jones 

David Templeton Jr 


Week of July 10 


First Congregational UCC; Birmingham, Alabama 
D. Houston Hall 

Shelli Poe 

Phillip Price 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy Trinity Community Church, 
Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; Pleasant Hill Community 
Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, Clemson SC; Deer Lodge 
Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, 
Nashville TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA 
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News from Our Local Congregations 


SHELLI POE 


PASTOR, SAFE HARBOR FAMILY ( 


Safe Harbor Community Church Makes the Local News 


Safe Harbor Community Church in Jackson, MS recently had some anti- 
LGBTQ+ protestors outside their homecoming service, as the event was 
listed on Capital City Pride’s Pride Month events. The protestors provided 
the congregation the opportunity to share our message of Christ's love on 
the news! Watch the story here. 
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li exe 


MN. ae oe 
Memorial for SECUCC Board Member Hannah Mays 


On June 4 the congregation of the United Church of Cookeville honored the 
life of Hannah Mays with a celebration and many stories of this feisty 
woman's life and love for her church. Hannah was not only a very active 
member of the Cookeville church, but was serving on her fourth term as 
Board Member for the Southeast Conference. A quiet spot to sit in the 
Shade to rest and think was created in the garden Hannah had spent so 


much time caring for. The sign pictured here was lovingly created by Sandi 
Rice Cranford. 


Trainings and Conferences 


Shaping Generations: Ha 


NATIONAL ONA GATHERING — 4 
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Virtual National ONA Gathering: still time to register! 


Join the Open and Affirming Coalition on Aug. 5-7 for their first National 
ONA Gathering since 2019! This virtual event will celebrate the 50th 
anniversaries of the ONA Coalition and Bill Johnson's ordination as the first 
openly gay man authorized to serve a historic Christian church as a 
minister of word and sacrament. Leaders include the Rev. Rhina Ramos 
(worship leader), Bishop Yvette Flunder (closing address and charge), the 
Rev. Bill Johnson and the Rev. Anne Holmes, and the Rev. Andy Lang (State 
of the ONA Movement). Learn more and register on the ONA website. 


Conference Calendar 


June 27 - July 4 
Conference Office Closed 


July 5 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


July 12 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


July 14 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Board of Directors Meeting 


July 19 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


July 21 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


July 21 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EDT 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 
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Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.ore 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosb 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.¢ 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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